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would not want to expose myself to that
situation again.

There is, too, an even more sinister pro-
cess at work at this time in Western society,
one that governments should take a look
at: the enormous flow of energy from
those slender few inches of soil into our
seas, to be lost to the land for ever. The
modern one-way farming system depends
on an excessive use of fertilisers and
sprays, and on putting our animals in fac-
tories, and with the washing away of farm
sludge, and the emptying of waste into the
sewage systems of our cities, rivers and
seas are becoming choked with squandered
energy. Water can be the soil's best friend.
It can also be its worst enemy. Rain and
river may steal away our soil almost with-
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out our realising it. «

The fault lies in our desire for cheap
food. Given the huge increase in human
population and the decrease in animals, the
surpluses from food processing and sewage
must find their way back to our soil, or
there will be a disaster. And Western society
cannot live on cheap food from developing
countries without these countries facing a
similar situation. Time is not on our side.
Half of the soil energy at Fordhall was
washed into the River Tern during the 15
years my father farmed it. The greatest
civic service a city-dweller could perform
would be to hand back his waste to the far-
mers, composted, and free of any toxic resi-
dues. This is the best way to subsidise
farming.

Arthur Hollins spoke about his farm not
long ago on Radio 4.
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